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1LIFEINTHECITY
Bai mau
Life in the city is full of activities. Early in the morning, hundreds of people rush out of their
homes in the manner ants do when their nest is broken. Soon the streets are full of traffic. Shops and
offices open, students flock to their schools and a work day begins. The city now throb with activities,

and it is full of noise. Hundreds of sight-seers, tourists and others visit many places of interest in the city
while businessmen from various parts of the world arrive to transact business.

Then towards evening, the offices and day schools begin to close. Many of the shops close too.
There is now a rush for buses and other means of transport. Everyone seems to be in a hurry to reach
home. As a result of this rush, many accidents occur. One who has not been to the city before finds it
hard to move about at this time. Soon, however, there is almost no activity in several parts of the city.
These parts are usually the business centres.

With the coming of night, another kind of activity begins. The streets are now full of colorful
lights. The air is cooler and life becomes more leisurely. People now seek entertainment. Many visit the
cinemas, parks and clubs, while others remain indoors to watch television or listen to the radio. Some
visit friends and relatives and some spend their time reading books and magazines. Those who are
interested in politics discuss the latest political developments. At the same time, hundreds of crimes are
committed. Thieves and robbers who wait for the coming of night become active, and misfortune
descends upon many. For the greed of a few, many are killed, and some live in constant fear. To bring
criminals to justice, the officers of the law are always on the move.

Workers and others who seek advancement in their careers attend educational institutions which are
open till late at night. Hundreds of them sit for various examinations every year. The facilities and
opportunities that the people in the city have to further their studies and increase their knowledge of
human affairs are indeed many. As a result, the people of the city are usually better informed than those
of the village, where even a newspaper is sometimes difficult to get.

The city could, therefore, be described as a place of ceaseless activity. Here, the drama of life is

enacted every day.
Bai dich

Cudc sbng, & thanh thi cudc sdng & thanh thi rat nhon nhip. Tir to mo sang hang tram nguoi va ra
khoi nha nhu dan kién va to. Ching bao 1au duong phé dong nghet xe ¢o. Cac cira hang va vin phong mo
ctra. Hoc sinh hdi ha cip sach dén truong va mot ngay lam viéc bt dau. Gio day thanh phd hoat dong
nhon nhip va rat huyén nao. Hang tram ngudi ngoan canh, du khach va nhiéu nguoi khéc viéng tham
nhitng thang canh cua thanh phé trong khi cac doanh nhan tir nhiéu noi trén thé gidi dén trao doi cong
viéc lam an.

Troi vé chiéu, nhitng van phong va trudng hoc bat dau
dong ctra. Nhiéu cua hang ciing vay. Lac nay moi ngudi chen
nhau di don xe buyt va cac phuong tién giao thdng cong cong
khéc. Dudng nhu moi nguoi déu voi va vé nha. Két qua cua su
voi VA nay la nguyén nhan cua nhiéu tai nan xay ra. Nhiing ai
chua tirng dén thanh phé cam thay kho cé thé di lai vao gio
nay. Tuy vay, khong bao 1au mét s6 khu vuc cua thanh phé
nhu ngung hoat dong. Nhirng noi nay thuong la cic trung tam
kinh doanh.
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Pém xudng, mét hinh thirc hoat dong khac lai bit ddu. Puong phd tran ngap anh dén mau. Bau khéng
khi diu xubng va cudc sdng tré nén thu tha hon. Gio day moi ngudi tim dén nhirng tha vui giai tri. Nhiéu
nguoi dén rap chiéu phim, cong vién va cau lac bo, trong khi nhitng nguoi khac & nha xem ti vi va nghe
dai phat thanh. C6 nguoi di thdm ban beé va nguoi than. Co nguoi danh thoi gian doc sach va tap chi.
Nhirng nguoi quan tdm dén chinh tri ban luan vé nhing su kién chinh tri ndng hoi. Ciing trong thoi gian
nay, hang tram vy trom cudp dién ra. Trom cudp cho dém xubng dé hoat dong, va van rui ap xuéng nhleu
ngudi. Chi vi 10ng tham cua mot sb it ngudi ma nhidu ngudi s& bi giét, va nhiéu nguoi khac phai SOng
trong canh so hai trién mién. Dé dua toi pham ra trudc cong ly, cac vién chac luat phap ludn ludn sin
sang hanh dong.

Nguoi lao déng va nhitng ngudi mudn tién trién trén con duong cdng danh sy nghiép caa minh thi tham
gia cac 16p hoc ban dém. M&i nam c¢6 hang tram ngudi trong s6 ho tham duy vao nhiéu ky thi khac nhau.
Cac phuong tién va co hdi danh cho nguoi dan thanh thi & ma rong hoc hoi va gia tang kién thac nhan
sinh thyc sy rat phong phi. Do d6 ngudi dan o thanh phd ludn nam bét thong tin nhanh hon ngudi dan
vling ndng thon, noi ma c6 khi ngay dén mét to béo ciing kho kiém.

Tom lai tpanhNthi c6 thé ndi 1a noi cua nhitng hoat dong khdng ngung nghi. Chinh tai ddy vo kich cudc
doi tai dien moi ngay.

New words

. flock (v): li lwot kéo dén, tu tdp, qudy quanh

. throb (v): ron rang, noi ron lén, rung dong

. sight-seer (n): nguoi di tham quan

. transact (v): thuc hién, tién hanh; gidi quyét

. means of transport: phwong tién vdn chuyén
..commit (v): pham phai

. misfortune (n): rii ro, su bat hanh, diéu khdng may
. descend upon (V): dpxudng bat ngo, dén bat ngo
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. greed (n): tinh tham lam

10. to bring S.O to justice: dem ai ra tda, truy #6 ai trieéc toa
11. on the move: di chuyén

12. facility (n): diéu kién thudn loi, phuwong tién dé dang

2. LIVING IN A MULTIRACIAL COMMUNITY
Bai mau

Living in a community where there are people of various races could be a rewarding and an
exciting experience. Such a community is like a small world with many types and races of people in it.

Everyone, young or old, enjoys listening to stories about people in other lands. We read books
and newspapers to learn about the habits, customs and beliefs) of people who do not belong to our race,
but when we live in a community composed of many races, we have the opportunity to meet and talk
with people or various races. We can learn about their customs and beliefs directly from them. In this
way, we have a better understanding of their ways of life. For example, in Singapore and Malaysia,
which are known as multi-racial countries, Malays, Chinese, Indians and others have lived together for
several decades. They have learnt a lot about the cultures of one another, more than what they could have
learnt by reading books or newspapers. By living together, they have also absorbed many of the habits of
one another to their common benefit.

Further, living in a multi-racial community teaches us how to respect the views and beliefs of
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people of other races. We learn to be tolerant and to understand and appreciate the peculiarities of those
who are not of our race. In this way, we learn to live in peace and harmony with foreigners whose ways
of life are different from ours in several respects. We become less suspicious of strangers and foreigners.

The relationship that develops among the people from common understanding in a multi-racial
community makes life in such a community very exciting. Any celebration of any race becomes a
celebration of all the other races. Thus, there is a lot of fun and excitement during every celebration. In
this way, better understanding is promoted among the peoples of the world. Through each of the races of
the people in a multi-racial community, we come to know about their respective countries. For example,
through the Chinese and the Indians in Malaysia or Singapore we have come to know much about China
and India. As a result, we have a better understanding of the peoples of China and India as a whole.

It could, therefore, be said that life in a multi-racial community teaches us many useful lessons in
human relations.

Bai dich

Song trong mét cong dong ma cac cuw dan thuge nhiéu ching téc khac nhau co thé la Mot trai
nghi¢m thd vj va bo ich. Mgt cong dong nhuw thé ciing gidng nhie mét thé gisi thu nhé gom nhiéu sdc téc
va kiéu tinh cach.

Tat ca moi nguoi, dii gia hay tré, déu thich nghe chuyén ké vé nhitng nguoi dan xir khac. Ching
ta doc sach, bao dé biét vé nhizng thoi quen phong tuc va tin ngudng cua cac dan téc khac, nhung khi
chlng ta Song trong mét cong dong da sdc téc, ching ta cd co héi gap gé va tro chuyén véi nguoi dan
thude nhiéu chiing téc khac nhau. Chung ta co thé tryc tlep hoc hdi vé nhing phong tuc va tin nguong
ciia ho. Bang cach nay, ching ta ¢ thé hiéu nhiéu hon vé 16i song ciia ho. Chang han nhuw tai Singapore
va Malaysia, nhiing nuéc dwroc xem 13 da sdc téc, nguoi Ma Lai, Trung Quéc, An Dé va Cac sdac dan
kh&c da chung Sdng véi nhau qua vai thdp ky. Ho da hoc hoi rdt nhiéu vé van hoa ciia nhau ma viéc doc
sach bao khong thé sanh bang. Qua viéc chung song véi nhau, ho ciing da tiép thu nhiéu tdp quan ciia
nhau dé mang lai loi ich chung cho céng dong.

Thém vdo dé, cudc song trong mét cong dong da sdc téc day cho ta biét ton trong quan diém va
tin nguong cia dan rgc khac. Ching ta biét khoan dung, hiéu biét va danh gi cao nét déc thil ciia nhiing
nguoi khong thuge chung téc minh. Bang cach nay, ching ta hoc chung song trong hoa binh va hoa
thudn voi nhieng ngueoi ngoai quoc ma [6i song cuia ho khac ching ta trén vai phirong dién. Ching ta tro
nén it nghl NQai nhirng nQuoi la va nguoi Nudc ngoai.

Moi ‘quan k¢ ndy sinh gifa cac dan tgc tir su hiéu biét chung trong mor Cong dong da sdc téc lam
cho cugc song trong cong dong nhu thé tr¢ nén hét sirc tha vi. Bdt ky le Ky ni¢m cua mot dan tgc nao
cing tro thanh 1é ky ni¢m cua tat ca cac dan téc khac. Nho vady, ¢ rdt nhiéu niém vui thich va tha v
trong mai mét dip 1é hi. Bang céch nay, su hiéu biét lan nhau gia cac dan tgc trén thé gisi duwoc day
manh. Thdng qua ma: mét dan tée trong cong déng da Chiing tgc, chiing ta ddn ddn hiéu biét vé quac gia
ma ho la dai di¢n. Chdng han, thong qua nguoi Trung Quoc va An Pé ¢ Malaysia hay Singapo. Ching
ta biét nhiéu vé Trung Quoc va An Dé. Vi vdy, ching ta hiéu nhiéu hon vé téng thé dan téc va dat niéc
Trung Quéc va An Pg.

Vi thé ¢6 thé noi rang cudc song ¢ mét cong dong da ching téc day cho ta nhiéu bai hoc hiru ich
Vé Moi quan hé Ciia CON NQuoi.

. race (n): Ching téc, giong nguoi

. belief (n): tin nguong

. composed (adj): gom ¢6, bao gom

. multi-racial (adj): da ching téc, nhiéu chiing téc

. decade (n): thoi ky muwoi nam, thap ky

. absorb (v): hdp thy, tiép thu

. peculiarity (n): tinh chdt riéng, nét riéng biér, nét dic biét
. in peace and harmony with: trong hoa binh va hoa thudn
. promote (v): nang cao, xUc tién, dday manh

10. as a whole: néi chung, toan bg

3. AVISIT TO AFAMOUS CITY
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Bai mdu

A few months ago my father and visited Singapore, one of the most famous cities in Asia.

Singapore, a small island, lies at the southern and of West Malaysia. A long and narrow piece of
land joins Singapore with Johore Hahru, the southern-most town of West Malaysia. Singapore is now an
independent.

The city of Singapore is extremely beautiful. It is well known for its centres of business and other
activities. There are many places of interest such as the Tiger Balm Garden, the Botanical Gardens and
Raffles Museum. There are also many important centres of learning such as the University of Singapore,
Science Centre, the Nanyang University and the Polytechnic. Being a famous city, hundreds of people
come every day from various parts of the world to do business or to enjoy the sights of the city.
Singapore therefore has large and beautiful airports and its harbours are full of ships.

There are many night schools where people who cannot go to the day schools for some reason or

other can continue their studies. And, the government of Singapore is still doing its best to make further
improvements in the city for the benefit of the people.
During my stay in Singapore, went out every day with my father to see the beautiful and interesting
places and things in the city. One day we went to the Tiger Balm Garden where saw several statues of
people, animals and other strange creature beautifully made and kept. The sea near this garden makes
this a pleasant place to visit. We spent almost half of the day at this place.

Another day we visited the museum where saw hundreds of curious things preserved for scholars
and others. It was indeed an education to see all those things. There is so much to learn here that every
visit by any person is sure to add to his knowledge.

| also visited some of the harbours and saw the large ships anchored there. The sight of the ships
aroused a desire in me to cross the oceans and go round the world. was indeed deeply impressed by the
activities at the harbour.

Then every night, | went round the town and visited some of the parks and other places of
interest. The numerous sights and the constant stream of traffic kept the city alive. | visited a few of the
cinemas as well. In short, | enjoyed every moment of my stay in this famous city of Singapore.

Bai dich

Céch day vai thang, bé t6i va 6i di tham quan Singapore, mét trong nhimg thanh phé néi tiéng
nhat chdu A.

Singapore 1& mgt hon ddio nhé nam ¢ phia nam va thuge mién trung tay Malaysia. Mdt ddi ddt
nhé va hep noi lién Singapore v6i Johore Hahru, thanh phé cuc nam cia viing Tay Malaysia. Singapore
hién nay 1a mér quéc gia déc lp.

Thanh phé Singapore cuc ky dep. N6 néi tiéng boi nhiing trung tm budn ban va cac hoat déong
khéc. C6 nhiéu thdang canh nhw Veon Tiger Balm, vieon sinh hoc va vién Bao tang Raffles. Ngoai ra, con
c6 nhiéu trung tam nghién cizu quan trong nhu Pai hoc tdng hop Singapore, Trung tam khoa hoc, Pai
hoc Nanyang va Pai hoc Bach khoa. Vi 1a mgz thanh phé néi tiéng nén hang ngay c6 hang trim NQuol tir
cac nudc khac nhau trén thé gigi dén dé lam viéc hay chiém ngusng canh quan thanh pho. Vi thé
Singapore c6 nhing san bay 16n va dep, con nhiing hdi Cang cia thanh phé 1Uc ndo ciing tdp ndp tau be.

C6 nhitng 16p hoc ban d@ém cho nhiing ngueoi khdng thé dén trieong vao ban ngay vi mét ly do nao
dé d@é ho tiép tuc hoc tdp. Va hién nay, chinh phui Singapore dang 1am hét sizc minh dé ngay cang phat
trién thanh phé Vi loi ich cho nguwoi dan Singapore.

Trong sudt nhieng ngay o Singapore, hang ngay toi ra phé dao choi véi bé va ngam nhin canh vat
thi vi va dep deé Cua thanh pha. Mér ngay no tdi dén vieon Tiger Balm, noi t0| thay 6 vai buc tirong
nguoi, nhiéu loai thi va nhiing tao vat la ky duot tao tac cong phu va gin gii rdt Can thdn. Bién rat gin
khu viron nay va cang khién cho noi nay tré thanh mér dia diém rat dang dé d@én tham. Chang toi ¢ dé
gan nira ngay.

Chuing toi ciing tham quan vién bdo tang, ¢ dé toi thdy hang tram thir quy gia diroc giit gin cho
Cac hoc gia va nhiing ngueoi khac. Thdt la mét co hdi hoc tap Khi duwot Xem tdt ca Cac vdt nay. O ddy ¢6
rdt nhiéu diéu d@é hoc hoi dén néi bat cik nQueoi NA0 dén tham vién bdo tang ciing 6 thém kién thizc cho
minh.
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Toi ciing di tham Vai hdi cang va thdy nhitng con tau lén tha neo ¢ dé. Canh tiwong tau bé khudy
déng trong téi wéc muon Vueot dai dwong di vong quanh thé gidi. Cac hoat déng ¢ bén cang thdt sw gay
cho t6i dn twong sdu sdc.

Roi méi dém tdi déu di quanh thanh pho dén tham nhitng cong vién va thang canh khéc. Vo so
anh gén va dong xe ¢o bat tdn lam thanh pho rdt song déng. TOi ciing dén tham mgt vai rap chiéu phim.
Tém lai téi yeu thich méi khodnh Khdc t6i séng tai thanh phé Singopore néi tiéng nay.

New words
1. places of interest: nhiing noi dang chu y, nhitng noi tha vi
2. strange creatures: nhing sinh vdt la
3. curious (adj): ham hiéu biét, to mo, hiéu ky
4. anchor (v): bo neo, tha neo
5. arouse a desire: goi I1én sy khao khat
6. impress (v): gay an tugng
7. numerous lights: nhiéu anh dén
8. scholar (n): thanh phan tri thirc
4 THE VALUE OF LIBRARIES
Bai mau

A good library is an ocean of information, whose boundaries continue to extend with the endless
contribution of the numerous streams of knowledge. Thus, it has a peculiar fascination for scholars, and
all those whose thirst for knowledge is instable.

The usefulness of libraries in the spread of knowledge has been proved through the years. The
field of knowledge is so extensive and life is so brief that even the most avid reader can never expect to
absorb it all. Those who have a love for knowledge, therefore, try to master only a small fraction of it.
Even this requires reading of hundreds of books, cheap and expensive, new and old. But few people are
able to buy all the books on the subject in which they wish to attain proficiency. It is therefore necessary
for them to visit a good library, where they can read a great variety of books on the subject they love.
Besides, many old and valuable books on certain subjects are found only in a good library. Even the
original manuscript of an author, who died several years ago, can be found in it, sometimes.

Today, men everywhere have discovered the benefits of learning. More and more books are
being written to extend human knowledge and experience. Governments and individuals throughout the
world are, therefore, opening more and more libraries to enable people to read as many books as
possible. Libraries have been opened even in the remotest regions of the earth, so that people who are
unable to buy books from the towns can still gain access to the various sources of knowledge. Mobile
libraries serve the people in various parts of the earth.

The importance of libraries, however, is felt most acutely by students in schools and universities,
where most students are engaged in deep studies. The number of books that a student has to study,
especially at a university, is so large that unless he comes from a rich family, he can hardly buy them all.
Besides, many of the t books may not be available in the book-shops within his reach. It is therefore to
his advantage to visit a good library.

Some people even have then own private libraries in which they spend their leisure, reading the
books that they have collected over the years and drive great intellectual benefit and pleasure.

In short, libraries have contributed so much to the extension of knowledge that , they have
become almost indispensable to all literate men.

Bai dich

Mot thu vien lon la mét dai dwwong cua thdng tin ma ranh gidi cua no tiép tuc mo réong voi su
dong gop Vo tdn nhitng dong sudi tri thirc khéng bao gio ngieng lai. Vi vdy, n6 o sirc quyén rii dac biét
déi véi cac hoc gid va nhieng ngueoi khat khao viron dén chan troi kién thize.

Suhitu dung Ciia thir Vién trong viéc truyén bé kién thirc da dirgc minh chizng hang bao nam qua.
Canh dong ciia tri thire thi qué rong va cugc doi thi qua ngdn cho nén ngay ca nhiing doc gia tham lam
nhdt ciing ding bao gio mong rang sé doc duoc tdat ca. Vi thé, nhiing nguoi yeu mén tri thirc chi ndm
Viing Mgt phan ndo dé ma thdi. Ma chi thé thdi ciing phdai doc hang tram quyén sach, ré va dat, méi va
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